
 
 
 

 
 

 
CLI’s mission is to examine the role of sound systems of property rights and 
contracts in advancing human welfare within a framework of limited 
government. 
 
We hope to encourage discussion on these important issues through 
conferences, supporting the innovative research of visiting fellows at all stages 
of their career, engaging with student journals, and hosting various lectures and 
student events featuring leading experts. The center is led by Director Professor 
Richard A. Epstein and Co-Director Professor Mario Rizzo; Eva Dorrough 
serves as the Program Manager. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
The NYU Journal of Law & Business provides a forum for dialogue and thorough 
analysis of issues, ideas, problems, and solutions relating to law and business, 
and contributes to academic scholarship regarding the interaction of the two 
professions.  
 
The Journal focuses on recent developments and innovative successes in the law 
and business community. We are committed to publishing authoritative 
writings on the interrelationship between the two fields. The Journal explores a 
number of general areas, including: international law and business; law and 
finance; and the effect of law and business on public interest organizations. 
The Journal also addresses contemporary topics in law and business, including: 
corporate governance; mergers and acquisitions; venture capital and private 
equity; bankruptcy and restructuring; capital markets; and securities. 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
  



 
 

ABOUT THE TOPIC 
 
 
Businesses have become increasingly multinational.  With this come decisions 
such as where to locate and what form the business should take, such as a 
corporation or just a branch office.  These are not easy decisions—there are a 
number of factors for businesses to consider, and each choice can have 
extensive consequences. Choosing where to locate could lead to success or 
failure.  This panel will focus on general issues that businesses consider and 
specifically on tax issues and how the release of the Panama Papers could affect 
these decisions.   
 
The first topic discussed will be issues that businesses take into account when 
choosing where to locate and expand worldwide, with a focus on ideas such as 
cultural considerations as well as legal and political considerations.  
 
The panel will also discuss tax issues that relate to forum shopping. There are a 
variety of tax considerations such as tax havens, incentives, and tax treaties that 
influence where businesses decide to locate. The panel will also include a 
discussion about the Panama Papers and their potential influence on these tax 
considerations, as well as potential changes that may affect the current tax 
considerations due to their release. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ABOUT THE MODERATOR 
 

Richard Epstein is the inaugural Laurence A. Tisch Professor of Law at NYU 
School of Law. He has served as the Peter and Kirstin Bedford Senior Fellow 
at the Hoover Institution since 2000. He is also the James Parker Hall 
Distinguished Service Professor of Law Emeritus and a senior lecturer at the 
University of Chicago. Epstein has written numerous articles on a wide range 
of legal and interdisciplinary subjects, as well as over 15 books; his most recent 
is The Classical Liberal Constitution: The Uncertain Quest for Limited 
Government (Harvard U. Press, 2014). 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

ABOUT THE PANELISTS 
 

Thomas John is a Principal Legal Officer at the Hague Conference, a global 
inter-governmental organization which develops and services multilateral legal 
instruments to respond to global needs. The primary focus of his work is 
international litigation and commercial work, including the Hague Convention 
of 30 June 2005 on Choice of Court Agreements, the draft Hague Principles on 
the Choice of Law in International Commercial Contracts and the Conference's 
Judgments Project. His interests include private international law, international 
procedural, commercial, arbitration, banking and financial law and advocacy. 
 
Robert T. Miller is a Professor of Law at the University of Iowa. He was 
previously a Professor of Law at the Villanova University School of Law and 
the Associate Director of the Matthew J. Ryan Center for the Study of Free 
Institutions and the Public Good at Villanova University. His scholarship 
concerns corporate and securities law, the economic analysis of law, and the 
philosophy of law, and he has taught courses in Business Associations, Mergers 
and Acquisitions, Law and Economics, Corporate Finance, Antitrust, 
Contracts, Deals, and Capitalism. 
 
Fadi Shaheen is an Associate Professor of Law at Rutgers Law School, and an 
Adjuct Professor at NYU Law. He specializes in U.S. and international taxation 
and has written several articles on international taxation issues. He worked for 
the tax group of Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton in New York and as a 
visiting attorney at Caplin & Drysdale in Washington D.C. 
 
Sloan Speck is an Associate Professor of law at the University of Colorado 
Law School. His research interests are in tax law and policy, with an emphasis 
on corporate and international tax, legal and business history, and the ways in 
which taxation informs and structures the relationship between state and 
society. Previously, Professor Speck practiced in the Chicago office of Skadden, 
Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom, LLP, where he advised on tax aspects of 
domestic and cross-border mergers and acquisitions, spin-offs, joint ventures, 
real estate transactions, bankruptcy restructurings and workouts, and 
financings. 
 
Mark S. Vecchio is a partner and the Co-Chair of Venable's New York 
Corporate Group. He specializes in corporate and commercial transactions, 
with a particular emphasis on cross-border mergers and acquisitions, domestic 
and international project finance, international joint ventures, public-private 
partnerships, infrastructure development projects (with a focus on 
transportation and energy, including renewable and alternative, in addition to 
fossil fuels), and private equity transactions.  
 
 


